RECORD OF FAITHFULLNESS

FOR THE WEEK OF
JULY 5, 2026
AMT AMT

Envelopes $3,305 CASC $510
Loose $100 Maintenance and Repairs | $
Votives $ Peter’s Pence $

Seminary $
Sub Total $3,405 $
Grand Total $3,915 Sub Total $510
\ 8AM |37 | 930 | 54 | Total | 91 |

Parish Center
Total $41,363.15

Pravers for Our Military

As a faith community, we lift up in prayer the women and men serving in
our armed forces, especially those from our parish family who are on active
duty. We ask for God's protection, strength, and peace for them and their
loved ones. Please join us in praying for the service members:

Major Thomas G., USMC
Major Joseph G., USAF
James Kobyra, CDR, USN

If you have a St. Mary’s Church family member currently serving in the
military whom you'd like to include in our prayers, please email
stmarys165@gmail.com with their name, rank, and branch of service.

DAILY REFLECTIONS

MONDAY: Matthew 10:34-36

Reflect today on the kind of peace you seek in your own life. Are there areas in
which you’ve settled for comfort rather than truth? Have you avoided necessary
spiritual conflict for fear of tension, even when it might have led to growth or
reconciliation? Pray for the courage to welcome the “sword” of God’s Word—
not to cause division, but to purify—so that the peace of shalom may take root
more deeply in your heart, your relationships, and your mission.

TUESDAY: Matthew 11:20-21

Reflect today on how God is loving you right now, and ask for the grace to
receive that love with trust and humility. Then consider how you are called to
extend that same discerning and sacrificial love to others—not merely as you
prefer to give it—but as they most need to receive it. Let your love, like Christ’s,
always be guided by wisdom and formed by charity, loving others in the way
that will best draw them closer to God’s abundant mercy.

WEDNESDAY: Matthew 11:25-27

Reflect today on your own disposition before God. Are you tempted to approach
Him with self-reliance, pride in your accomplishments, or a desire to understand
everything before believing? Or do you come as a child—humble, trusting, and
open to receive the mysteries of grace? Seek the Wisdom and Understanding
given to the childlike. When they are bestowed, unite your voice to Jesus’ in
offering perfect praise to the Father. In that united praise, you will not only
glorify God but also be transformed by the very Wisdom you adore.

THURSDAY: Matthew 11:28-30

Reflect today on the burdens you carry. Identify them honestly. Then close your
eyes, breathe deeply, and listen. Hear Jesus say to you personally: “Come to
me.” Surrender to Him your toil, your struggles, your griefs, your guilt, and your
sin. Take His yoke, walk with Him, and discover the rest that only His meek and
humble Heart can give.

FRIDAY: Matthew 12:1-3

Reflect today on all that God has revealed through the Scriptures and the
Church. His teachings are not burdensome rules, but luminous pathways to
communion with God. The ultimate purpose of every command God gives is our
sanctification and fruitfulness, which culminate in God’s glory. Keep that end in
mind, so that all you do may be in harmony with the true purpose of God’s
Eternal Law—and never reduced to empty obedience.

SATURDAY: Matthew 12:14-16

Reflect today on any opposition you face as you strive to fulfill God’s will. Not
every battle must be fought today. Humility and meekness often call us to
quietly retreat so we can build up the foundation of God’s Kingdom in other
hearts. Of course, the hour of the Cross will come for each of us. When it does,
we must embrace it with love. But until that moment, we follow Jesus in
discerning, listening, and loving—even in silence.
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PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

WELCOME: WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS TO ST. MARY'S!
WE TRUST YOU WILL FIND US A WELCOMING AND SPIRITUAL
COMMUNITY AS YOU JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THE MASS
TODAY. COFFEE IS AVAILABLE IN THE PARISH CENTER AFTER
MASS. WE LOOK FORWARD TO GETTING TO KNOW YOU!

MASS INTENTIONS: Today’s 9:30 mass is being offered in memory of
Marily Paton, on behalf of Jim and Pam McNicholas.

MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED: Please consider spending 90 minutes after
Sunday 9:30 Mass to help count the donations. We are an all-Volunteer
Church, and we need your participation. Contact Carolyn Gibbs at 9:30 Mass
or email me at carolyn29449@gmail.com. Virtus training through the

Diocese is required.

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB: Our next meeting is Wednesday, July 15 at
1PM. We have chosen "The Fisherman's Bride' by Catherine Magia. "She has
no name. She is not even a footnote. Her tale is hidden behind the well-told
fable of her husband, Simon Peter". We meet at 4199 Hwy 165 at 1PM. We
read all summer! You may join us at any time. Please call 843-729-1644 for
more information.

PARISH LIFE CENTER PLEDGE ENVELOPES: Your support for the
new Parish Life Center is very important to us. Be a part of our growing future
and return the completed pledge envelope to the parish office or thru the
Sunday mass offertory, and as always if you have any questions please contact
Mark Bauknight at 843-327-5371 or stmarys165@gmail.com.

BECOMING A ST. MARY’S REGISTERED PARISHIONER: For those
interested in becoming registered members of St. Mary's Parish, the
registration forms are located in the back of the Church, an Usher can provide
you with one or by accessing our Parish Registration Form at
www.stmarysyongesisland.org.

Lector for 07/19/26
8am Scott Bradley

9:30am Alison Levitt

Eucharistic Minister for 07/19/26

8am Virginia Watson

9:30am Wes Levitt
Second Collection Sunday 07/19/26
Retired Priests of the Diocese

We pray for each other. In your time of prayer, please remember the
following people and intentions: Helaine Ahern, Hazel
Basilio, Sam Blackburn, Chester Broton, Jr., James
Butski Jr., Kalynn Sandoval Campbell, Allison Condon
\‘ Chappell, Julliet Collins, Joe Connell, Jack Cooper,
Cherry Constable, Maryanne Cortez, Maria DeGennaro,
Teresita Y. Domingo, Jacob Matthew Dupree, Frances Enos, Tricia
Espiritu, Erlinda Evangelista, Ricardo Evangelista, Victoria Flanders,
Ken Fleming, Avery Goetz, J. Gould, Jamekia Grampus, Anne Groover,
Krist Groover, Jerrie Hess, Mary & Rod Jaros, Yvonne Livingston, Gus
Long, John Lucas, Susan Mance, Kelly Meyer, Jane Morley, Ray
Marrone, Nirmala Mary Narichetti, Terri Nobleman, John North,
Connor O’Brien, Judy O’Neal, Linda Perry, Sarah Proulx, Miquelina
Sanchez, Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer, Diane Stokes,
Eloise Stroud, Sandy Unger, Larry Walker, Mary Walker, Elliec Wilson,
Jose A. Yabut, Domingo Zarate Jr., and All Parishioners of our parish
family.

MASS INTENTIONS
Father JP welcomes your mass intentions for celebrating a special
occasion, on behalf of a family member or friend, or a deceased loved
one. A Mass request can be submitted by the following:

e Calling our Parish office at 843-889-8549. You may leave a
message with your contact information.

e Completing a Mass Intention Envelope, checking the calendar
located in the back of the church for date availability and
placing your envelope in the box above the calendar.

e Requesting a Mass Card be mailed directly to you, for whose
All-Mass Intentions are voluntary offerings, since the Holy
Eucharist is the universal prayer of all the church. The typical
offering is ten dollars.

Stipends for Mass Intentions may be brought or mailed to the Parish office
(cash or check).

GOSPEL REFLECTION

In today’s Gospel, the Parable of the Sower is delivered from a boat, as Jesus
addresses a large crowd along the shoreline. Jesus uses the natural acoustics of the
water to carry His voice to the eager multitude who came to hear Him. Their
earnestness offers us an opportunity for self-examination: Am I among that crowd,
attentively listening as God speaks to me today? Do I go out of my way to seek,
listen, and respond to the Word of God?

A parable is a method that both reveals and conceals. It reveals divine truth to those
who are humble and receptive, and conceals that same truth from those whose hearts
are closed. The truths of the Kingdom are not concepts that can be quickly grasped.
They are divine mysteries that must enter the soul and be pondered and nourished.
Only the spiritually docile can penetrate their depths and allow God’s Word to
transform their lives.

The Sower is Christ. The seed is the Word of God, and the soil represents the human
heart, in all its various conditions of readiness and receptivity. Some souls await
God’s Word like freshly tilled, moist, and fertilized soil. As soon as the seed enters, it
begins to grow rapidly—until fully grown and producing good fruit.

Other souls are less receptive. Like the path, some hearts are hardened, stubborn,
refusing to receive divine truth. The Word is heard, but not truly received. The enemy
snatches it away before it can penetrate.

Hearts that are like rocky ground are those who initially receive the Word with joy
but lack perseverance. When trials come, they fall away. They may attend Mass, read
Scripture, or begin with fervor, but without deep interior conversion rooted in prayer,
they cannot endure the heat of testing.

The thorny heart is the divided heart, where the Word of God is mixed with anxieties,
riches, and pleasures. The Gospel is heard—perhaps even cherished—but it is
suffocated by worldly attachments, ambition, or fear. Earthly anxieties and the
fascination of riches are thorns that smother the soul and prevent it from growing.

The good news is that God, the Divine Sower, is not passive. He sows the seed
Himself—personally, directly, and abundantly. He is not like a remote monarch
seated on a distant throne, waiting for us to come to Him. No—God always takes the
initiative. He goes forth like the sower, casting His seed upon us even before we ask.

The seed comes to us in two essential ways: truth and grace. As truth, God’s Word
enlightens the intellect to know His eternal mysteries. As grace, God’s Word
strengthens the will to embrace and live those truths with faith and charity.

The Divine Sower sows lavishly. He casts the seed everywhere—on the path, among
the rocks, amidst thorns, and upon rich earth. This is not careless, but the work of
Divine Mercy. God desires that all be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.
Even where the ground seems hardened, shallow, or choked with thorns, He still
sows. He never ceases to speak, to reach out, to invite. He sows even in places we
might deem hopeless—until the final moment, when the time for sowing is ended.

Reflect today on God’s generous and continuous sowing in your soul. He never
ceases speaking to you, calling to you, and planting His Word within you. How
receptive are you? Which soil best describes your soul? It’s never too late to respond
in this life. God’s Word can grow rapidly within us when our souls are fertile and
receptive. Remove the rocks, cut down the thorns, and till the hardened path, so that
the abundant seed will make its way into your heart.
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