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THURSDAY:  Luke 1:46–47. There is an age-old question that asks, 

“Which came first, the chicken or the egg?” Well, perhaps it’s an age-old 

“question” because only God knows the answer to how He created the 

world and all the creatures within it.Today, this first line from the glorious 

song of praise of our Blessed Mother, the Magnificat, poses to us another 

question. “Which comes first, to praise God or to rejoice in Him?” Perhaps 

you’ve never asked yourself that question, but it’s worth pondering both 

the question and the answer.This first line of Mary’s song of praise 

identifies two actions taking place within her. She “proclaims” and she 

“rejoices.” Think about those two interior experiences. The question can be 

better phrased like this: Did Mary proclaim God’s greatness because she 

was first filled with joy? Or was she filled with joy because she first 

proclaimed the greatness of God?.Should we proclaim the greatness of God 

when things are difficult in life? Yes. Should we proclaim the greatness of 

God when we do not feel His presence in our lives? Yes. Should we 

proclaim the greatness of God even when we encounter the heaviest of 

crosses in life? Most certainly yes.Proclaiming the greatness of God should 

not only be done after some powerful inspiration or answer to prayer. It 

should not only be done after we experience the closeness of God. 

Proclaiming God’s greatness is a duty of love and must always be done, 

every day, in every circumstance, no matter what. 

FRIDAY:  Luke 1:64.This line reveals the happy conclusion to Zechariah’s 

initial failure to believe in what God revealed to him. Recall that nine 

months earlier, as Zechariah was fulfilling his priestly duty of offering 

sacrifice within the Holy of Holies in the Temple, he received a visit from 

the glorious Archangel Gabriel, who stands before God. Gabriel revealed 

to Zechariah the good news that his wife would conceive in her old age and 

that this child would be the one to prepare the people of Israel for the 

coming Messiah. Zechariah disbelieved. And as a result, the Archangel 

struck him mute for the nine months of his wife’s pregnancy. Zechariah 

was not punished out of spite, or for punitive reasons. He was given the 

humbling penance of losing his ability to speak for nine months for a good 

reason. It appears as if God knew that Zechariah needed nine months to 

silently reflect upon what the Archangel had said. And those nine months 

produced the desired effect of a full conversion of heart.After the child was 

born,  the Archangel had told Zechariah that the child was to be named 

John. Therefore, on the eighth day, the day of his son’s circumcision when 

he was presented to the Lord, Zechariah wrote on a tablet that the baby’s 

name was John.  

SATURDAY:  Luke 1:67–68.Our story of the birth of Saint John the 

Baptist concludes today with the song of praise spoken by Zechariah after 

his tongue had been loosened on account of his transformation in faith. He 

had moved from doubting what the Archangel Gabriel had spoken to him 

to believing and following the command of the Archangel to name his 

firstborn son “John.” In our day and age, Christmas has become very 

secular in many parts of the world. Few people take time on Christmas to 

truly pray and worship God for all that He has done. Few people continually 

proclaim that glorious message of the Incarnation to family and friends 

during this most solemn celebration. How about you? Are you able to be a 

true “prophet” of the Most High God this Christmas? Has the Holy Spirit 

overshadowed you and filled you with the grace needed to point others to 

this glorious reason for our celebration? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

 our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

 

 

MONDAY: Luke 1:19–20. Imagine if the Archangel Gabriel appeared 

to you. What would that have been like? This particular Archangel stands 

before the incomprehensible beauty and splendor of the Most Holy 

Trinity and brings forth messages of the greatest importance. Gabriel is 

God’s most notable messenger. Take a moment to ponder what such a 

glorious apparition would have been like.In the passage above, this 

glorious Archangel appears to Zechariah as he is fulfilling his priestly 

duty to burn incense before the Lord within the Holy of Holies. As 

Zechariah enters the sanctuary while all the people remain outside 

praying, he suddenly has a vision of the Archangel telling him that his 

wife Elizabeth will have a child, even though she is advanced in years. 

But even though Zechariah hears this message from Gabriel, the 

Archangel who stands before God, he doubts what he is being told. 

Would you have believed the Archangel Gabriel if you were Zechariah? 

Or would you have doubted?  

TUESDAY: Luke 1:35. Try to set aside all that you know about Jesus 

and simply ponder these words of the Archangel Gabriel as if you were 

to hear them as our Blessed Mother did for the very first time. She was 

told she would have a child, even though she had not had relations with 

a man. She was told that this pregnancy would happen by the 

overshadowing of the Holy Spirit. And she was told that her Child would 

be the Son of God. What was Mary to think about these amazing 

revelations given to her by this most glorious archangel? Our Blessed 

Mother was no ordinary person, and she had no ordinary mind. Her mind 

was perfectly sharp on account of her immaculate nature. And her mind 

was continually “full of grace,” as Gabriel said in his greeting to her. She 

knew God’s voice, and she knew that this archangel was speaking to her 

a message from on high. As a result, she listened, accepted, believed and 

consented. We can also conclude that Mary did even more than merely 

consent. The love she had for God and His will would have been so strong 

that she would have been filled with an immediate and burning desire to 

fulfill this command of the archangel.  

WEDNESDAY: Luke 1:39–40. We are presented today with the 

glorious story of the Visitation. When Mary was about two months 

pregnant, she traveled to be with her cousin Elizabeth who was to give 

birth within a month. Imagine the scene. Mary had just traveled about 

100 miles. She was most likely exhausted. As she finally arrived, she 

would have been relieved and joyful at the completion of her journey. 

But Elizabeth says something quite inspiring at that moment, which 

elevates the joy of all present, including the joy of Mother Mary. 

Elizabeth says, “For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached 

my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy” (Luke 1:44). Again, 

imagine the scene. It was this tiny child within Elizabeth’s womb, John 

the Baptist, who immediately perceived the presence of the Lord and 

leaped for joy. And it was Elizabeth who immediately perceived the joy 

in her child living within her womb. As Elizabeth expressed this to Mary, 

who was already joyful at completing her journey, Mary was suddenly 

all the more overjoyed at the realization that she had brought to Elizabeth 

and John the Savior of the World living within her womb. 
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PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
       

 

WELCOME:  We welcome all our visitors to St. Mary's. If 

you are travelling we wish you safe passage to your 

destination.  We hope you find St. Mary's to be spiritual and 

welcoming as you join us today in celebrating this Mass.  We 

hope you will enjoy socializing outside of Church and join 

other parishioners for coffee following 9:30am Mass.  

 

WELCOME:  We welcome our newest member of God’s 

family, Diego Alejandro DelValle Dianas, son of Gustavo 

DelValle Garcia and Diana Dianas Villanueva, who received 

the Sacrament of Baptism this past Saturday. 

 

ADVENT WREATH:  Today we light the fourth and final  

candle on our Advent Wreath.   It symbolizes PEACE and is 

called the “Angel’s Candle”  It reminds us of their message to 

all mankind which we repeat in the Gloria at Mass:  “PEACE 

ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN”. 

 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: “May the God of endurance 

and encouragement grant you to think in harmony with one 

another, in keeping with Christ Jesus.” Strengthen, renew, and 

rekindle your marriage sacrament by attending the next 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience on Jan 27-29, 2023 

in NORTH MYRTLE BEACH, SC and May 5-7, 2023 in 

HICKORY, NC. Early sign up is recommended. For more 

information visit: https://SCMarriageMatters.org or contact us 

at applications@scmarriagematters.org or 803-810-9602. 

 
MEDICAL MISSION TRIP:  Doctors and nurses are needed 

to participate in the next medical mission trip to Guatemala in 

the Spring 2023.  The next trip to this Central American country 

is from March 5-12, 2023.  For more information or to sign up, 

please visit www.missions-doc.org or call Deacon Gabriel 

Cuervo at (843) 628-6205. 

 
ST MARY’s OUTREACH:  This is the last weekend the 

Christmas cards and ornaments will be available in the back of 

the Church. The cost of the cards is $10 for 5 cards.  The 

ornaments are $10 each.  Please leave your cash or check 

(payable to St. Mary’s) in the envelope on the table.  ALL 

donations are used for Parish events. 

 
 

Pray For Us: Trina Aquino Haj, Hazel Basilio, 

Chester Broton, Jr., Betty Butler, Allison Condon 

Chappell, Jack Cooper, Cherry Constable, Patrick 

Coryell, Maryanne Cortez, J. Gould, Jacob 

Matthew Dupree,  Frances Enos, Ken Fleming, 

Elizabeth Good, Hugh Gorman, Sally Gorman,  

Krist Groover, Buddy Green, DeeDee Huck,  Petrina Jacques, 

Henry Kerr, Mary & Rod Jaros, Eileen Killennerger, Yvonne 

Livingston, Gus Long,  John Lucas, John North, Susan Mance 

Kelly Meyer, Ann Mitchum, Jane Morley,  John North, Nirmala 

Mary Narichetti,  Sarah Proulx,  Elizabeth Smith, Landon 

Smith, Bill Smyer, Diane Stokes, Eloise Stroud, Larry Walker, 

Ellie Wilson, Mary Wilson, Mike Winn, Edward Wolf, Jose 

Yabut, and All Parishioners of our parish family. 

 
Record of Faithfulness 

 

Immaculate Conception             $790 

Dec. 11, 2022 

ENVELOPES AMT  SECOND 

COLLECTION 

AMT 

PARISHIONERS $2535  Altar Flowers $150 

LOOSE    $89   $784 

VOTIVE      

     

           
SUB TOTAL $2624  SUB TOTAL $934 

TOTAL $3558    

          

8:00am  26 9:30am 64 Total 90 

Second collection Today is for the Church of Africa. 

 

++++CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE++++ 

 

Christmas Eve  Edisto          6:00pm 

         St. Mary’s    10:00pm 

 

Christmas Day  St. Mary’s  9:00am    

          Edisto    11:30am  

We return to our regular Mass schedule on 

New Year’s Day. 
     

  
 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
 

As we begin the Fourth Week of Advent, we focus ever more 

directly upon the miracle that took place over 2,000 years ago. The 

passage quoted above presents us with the words of the angel of 

the Lord who spoke to Joseph in a dream. This was one of four 

dreams that Joseph had in which an angel spoke to him concerning 

the Christ Child. 

Saint Joseph is described in Matthew’s Gospel as “a righteous 

man” who was unwilling to expose his betrothed wife, Mary, to 

shame. We know the story well. Mary became pregnant after being 

betrothed to Joseph but before they lived together, and Joseph 

didn’t understand how this happened. Mary’s virtue and goodness 

would have appeared to contradict the possibility of her becoming 

pregnant when she did. Joseph was planning on doing what he 

thought was the honorable thing. He decided to divorce her quietly 

so that she would not endure public shame. 

But God’s plan was so much greater than what Joseph could 

initially comprehend. The Incarnation of the Son of God within the 

womb of his betrothed required supernatural understanding. And 

that’s what Joseph was given. Though he had a dream in which an 

angel spoke to him, a dream was not enough. The dream also 

needed to be accompanied by the gift of supernatural knowledge. 

Joseph listened in the dream and believed by the interior revelation 

of faith that this incredible reality was true. This Child was indeed 

conceived by the Holy Spirit within the virginal womb of his 

betrothed, and Joseph accepted his God-given responsibility. 

Joseph’s witness is one to ponder and be inspired by. First, it’s 

essential that we ponder the story as it happened and be inspired 

by God’s singularly unique plan by which He took on our human 

nature. But Joseph also provides us with inspiration for our own 

callings in life. Joseph inspires us to face any and every mystery in 

life that we encounter with the utmost trust in God. God’s wisdom 

and ways are always far beyond ours. Very often in life, God will 

call us to walk an unknown and mysterious path. Life does not 

always make perfect sense from a purely rational perspective. Very 

often, we must allow our human reason to be informed and led by 

God’s supernatural plan. For each of us, this mysterious path will 

be different. But if we are to walk by the same faith that Saint 

Joseph had, then we must always be willing to accept the most 

sublime mysteries in life and allow God’s revealing Word to 

clarify them. 
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