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MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Diocesan Office of Protective Services 

(843) 261-0430 

Diocese Victim Assistance Ministries 

(843) 856-0748 

 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

MAY 17, 2026 

 

MARCH 29, 2026 

 

 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS 

 
MONDAY: John 16:29-30 

Reflect today on your own journey ahead. As you look to the future, know that God 

wants to teach you much and lift the veil from His divine truths. He does so not because 

He wants everything to be easy or one unending consolation, but because He wants you 

to share in the sacrificial love revealed through His Passion. In the end, it is that purified 

love that has the potential to make us holy and share in the glory of the saints. 

 

TUESDAY: John 17:9-10 

Reflect today on your natural desire for glory. God places this desire in us, but the 

values of the fallen world tempt us to seek a passing glory bestowed by others’ opinions. 

The only way to fulfill the desire for true glory is to unite ourselves to Christ, including 

His Passion and death, so as to receive the glory bestowed upon Him by the Father. This 

is why martyrdom, the ultimate act of sacrificial love, is considered glorious. It is the 

highest expression of participation in Christ’s own suffering, which manifested His 

glory. Sacrifice, selflessness, virtue, and perfect conformity to Christ all lead us into this 

eternal glory. Living transformed in Christ bestows that glory here and now. When we 

die, we will enjoy forever in heaven the level of glory we participated in on earth. Seek 

glory—true glory—and you will find that your natural desires are fulfilled by 

supernatural grace. 

 

WEDNESDAY:  John 17:11 

Reflect today on the high calling you have received. You are invited to share in God’s 

life, to take your identity in Him, to live and act in God’s divine name, exercising His 

authority and manifesting His sacrificial love. This is only possible when we are united 

to Christ as He is united to the Father. We become one with God, by His will, with His 

authority and grace. What high dignity we have received to act in His name and with His 

authority! Have hope in the ability to be drawn into this high calling, taking on this new 

identity, so that Jesus’ prayer at the Last Supper becomes a reality in your life. 

 

THURSDAY: John 17:24 

Reflect today on how you are the Father’s gift to the Son and the Son’s gift to the 

Father, made possible by the gift of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Though we do 

nothing on our own to merit such dignity, this is the reality into which we are invited. 

On our part, we must cooperate with grace so that God transforms our souls into gifts of 

increasing glory and beauty. The more we cooperate with God’s grace, the more 

glorious a gift we become. Though Heaven will be an eternal existence where each saint 

delights in the Beatific Vision, it is important to understand that each of us will cause 

eternal delights in the hearts of the Most Holy Trinity. They will look upon us and see us 

as gifts given to each of them, resulting in an unending outpouring of divine love. The 

mystery is great. Reflect on it, meditate on it deeply, and rejoice that you are called to 

such a life. 

 

FRIDAY: John 21:15-16 

Reflect today on God’s invitation to you to love Him and fulfill His mission. Though 

we are each imperfect and fail in many ways, Jesus continuously asks us for agape love. 

Though we struggle to live that depth of love, God, in His mercy, does not wait until we 

are perfect to send us forth to be His instruments. He wants us to nourish those with little 

to no faith, strengthen and encourage our brothers and sisters who are stronger in faith, 

and nourish them by becoming instruments of His pure love. The extent to which we 

embrace agape is the extent to which we will be able to fulfill that mission well. But we 

must start today by responding the best we can because Jesus meets us and uses us 

where we are, while calling us higher. 

   
SATURDAY:  John 21:20-22 

Reflect today on the importance of getting to know others and the danger of being 

overly curious to know about them. There are many things we do not need to know; it 

takes temperance of the mind to discipline ourselves so that we remain focused on our 

God-given responsibilities. Intemperance of the mind, stemming from pride, leads to 

gossip and judgment. Hence, we must continuously hear Jesus remind us: “What 

concern is it of yours? You follow me.” 

 

 

RECORD OF FAITHFULLNESS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

MAY 10, 2026  

 

 

      AMT  AMT 

Envelopes  $2,505 CASC $20 

Loose $247 Maintenance and Repairs $ 

Votives $ Catholic Charities $501 

  Home Mission $15 

Sub Total $2,752  $ 

Grand Total $3,288 Sub Total $536 

 

8AM 34  9:30 51 Total 90 
 

Parish Center 

Weekly Total $1,500 Grand Total $40,291.75 

 

Prayers for Our Military 

 

 
 

As a faith community, we lift up in prayer the women and men serving in 

our armed forces, especially those from our parish family who are on active 

duty. We ask for God's protection, strength, and peace for them and their 

loved ones. Please join us in praying for the service members: 

 

Major Thomas G., USMC 

Major Joseph G., USAF 

James Kobyra, CDR, USN 

 

If you have a St. Mary’s Church family member currently serving in the 

military whom you'd like to include in our prayers, please  email 

stmarys165@gmail.com with their name, rank, and branch of service.  

 

 

"Please remember Father JP in your prayers while he is away.  Ask God 

to keep him safe & healthy, to help him have a wonderful time with his 

family.” In case of an emergency in Father JP’s absence, please contact 

Father Marreddy Allam at (864)378-5073. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday          8am & 9:30am 

Wednesday                9:00am 

Friday*           9:00am 

*Adoration following Mass 

on the 1st Friday  

RECONCILIATION 

Sunday        7:15-8am 

Wed/Fri     8:30-9am 

 

Most Rev. Jacques Fabre-Jeune 

Bishop of Charleston 

Rev. Jesuprathap Narichetti 

(Father JP) 

Pastor 

Email: 

jnarichetti@charlestondiocese.org 

(843) 731-1162 

Parish Secretary Becky Chaski 
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PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

WELCOME:  WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS TO ST. 

MARY'S!  WE TRUST YOU WILL FIND US A WELCOMING 

AND SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY AS YOU JOIN US IN 

CELEBRATING THE MASS TODAY.  COFFEE IS AVAILABLE 

IN THE PARISH CENTER AFTER MASS.  WE LOOK 

FORWARD TO GETTING TO KNOW YOU! 

 

Thank you to Virginia Watson for preparing 

little treat bags for Mother’s Day.  It was a 

sweet surprise. 

 
MASS INTENTIONS:  Today’s 8:00 mass is being offered for Kalynn 

Sandoval Campbell, on behalf of Mark Hoffman.  Today’s 9:30 mass is 

being offered for Frank Chestnut, on behalf of Bryan and Carolyn Gibbs. 

 

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB:  Our next meeting will be on 

Wednesday, May 20.   We have chosen "Theo of Golden" for our next 

read. This is a story of giving, receiving, seeing and being seen.  We 

meet at 4199 Hwy 165 at 1PM.  We read all summer!  You may join us 

at any time. Please call 843 729-1644 for more information. 
 

PARISH CHARITY COLLECTION:  Our yearly collection for 

Project San Pedro (using the Parish Charity envelop)  will be on May 

31st.  St. Mary's supports three children in Guatemala with their 

upbringing and their education.  Come to the parish center to see the 

letters they write to us and their photos. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL: Parish Council will meet Tuesday, June 9 at 

6PM. 

 

BECOMING A ST. MARY’S REGISTERED PARISHIONER:  For 

those interested in becoming registered members of St. Mary's Parish, 

the registration forms are located in the back of the Church, an Usher 

can provide you with one or by accessing our Parish Registration 

Form at www.stmarysyongesisland.org. 

 

 

 

Lector for 05/31/26  

8am Jim Madory 

9:30am Joe Yabut 

Eucharistic Minister for 05/31/26  

8am Ginny Bruneau 

9:30am Kim Terry 

Second Collection Sunday 05/31/2026 

Project San Pedro (Parish Charity) 

 

 

We pray for each other. In your time of prayer, please remember the 

following people and intentions:  Helaine Ahern, Hazel 

Basilio,  Sam Blackburn, Chester Broton, Jr., James 

Butski Jr., Kalynn Sandoval Campbell, Allison Condon 

Chappell, Julliet Collins, Jack Cooper, Cherry 

Constable, Maryanne Cortez, Maria DeGennaro, 

Teresita Y. Domingo, Jacob Matthew Dupree, Frances Enos, Tricia 

Espiritu, Erlinda Evangelista, Ricardo Evangelista, Victoria Flanders, 

Ken Fleming, Avery Goetz, J. Gould, Jamekia Grampus, Anne Groover, 

Krist Groover, Jerrie Hess, Mary & Rod Jaros, Yvonne Livingston, Gus 

Long, John Lucas, Susan Mance Kelly Meyer, Jane Morley, Ray 

Marrone, Nirmala Mary Narichetti, Terri Nobleman, John North, Evan 

North, Connor O’Brien, Judy O’Neal, Sarah Proulx, Miquelina Sanchez, 

Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer, Diane Stokes, Eloise 

Stroud, Sandy Unger,  Larry Walker, Mary Walker, Ellie Wilson, 

Domingo Zarate Jr., and All Parishioners of our parish family. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Father JP welcomes your mass intentions for celebrating a special 

occasion, on behalf of a family member or friend, or a deceased loved 

one.  A Mass request can be submitted by the following: 

• Calling our Parish office at 843-889-8549.   You may leave a 

message with your contact information. 

• Completing a Mass Intention Envelope, checking the calendar 

located in the back of the church for date availability and 

placing your envelope in the box above the calendar.  

• Requesting a Mass Card be mailed directly to you, for whose 

All-Mass Intentions are voluntary offerings, since the Holy 

Eucharist is the universal prayer of all the church.  The typical 

offering is ten dollars.   

Stipends for Mass Intentions may be brought or mailed to the Parish office 

(cash or check). 

 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
The Ascension marks the completion of Jesus’ earthly mission. He first united 

His divine nature with human nature through the Incarnation at the moment of the 

Annunciation. Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches that from that moment on, Jesus, 

the Son of God, experienced three types of knowledge. First, being God, He had 

beatific knowledge, that is, a direct knowledge of His essence, the Father’s 

essence, and the Holy Spirit’s essence. Second, He had the perfection of infused 

knowledge, that is, a bestowal of all truths given to the angels in Heaven, 

especially those truths necessary for the completion of His divine mission. Third, 

He began to acquire learned knowledge, or experiential knowledge. This was the 

form of knowledge attained through His human nature from the senses and His 

human reason. 

 

As Jesus fulfilled His mission through life, His learned knowledge continued to 

grow until it was perfected in human form. It was never imperfect in the sense of 

sin, but only in the sense of growth through human experience and human love. 

He experienced all things, allowed the perfection of His beatific and infused 

knowledge to guide His human experiences and brought those human 

experiences and knowledge to perfection. His free embrace of the Cross 

manifested the perfection of divine love in human form, and His Resurrection 

brought that perfect unity of human and divine love to a new and transformed 

resurrected state of human existence. But that was not all. Today we 

commemorate the fact that Jesus took His perfected human nature into the 

Beatific Vision, enabling humanity itself to follow. The Blessed Virgin Mary was 

the first to do so given her sinless state. 

 

The final stage of the salvation of humanity will take place when Jesus returns to 

judge the living and the dead. At that time, every human body will rise, will 

endure the final purification and transformation, and will share in the new and 

resurrected state in which the faithful will be able to stand, body and soul, before 

the Most Holy Trinity and experience the fullness of the Beatific Vision forever. 

What Jesus has already accomplished in His human form is what we look 

forward to in hope at the end of time. 

 

The Feast of the Ascension was celebrated annually from as early as apostolic 

times. Saint John Chrysostom, Saint Gregory of Nyssa, and Saint Augustine all 

attest to this fact. When the Council of Nicaea set the date for the celebration of 

the Resurrection in 325, it chose to keep Easter on the first Sunday after the first 

full moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox in spring. This decision also 

set the day for the Ascension being forty days after Easter, on a Thursday. Today, 

many ecclesiastical provinces transfer the Thursday celebration to the following 

Sunday to provide for a wider celebration. 

 

Though every aspect of Christ’s life is shrouded in mysteries which will only be 

fully understood by the faithful when they stand before Him and behold the 

Beatific Vision, today we especially ponder this beautiful and profound mystery 

of our faith. As we celebrate the Ascension, try to prayerfully meditate upon the 

perfect unity of Jesus’ human and divine natures. Ponder further the truth that 

because the Son of God is both God and man, and He beholds His Father and the 

Holy Spirit as both God and man, He invites each of us to begin to share in that 

glorious vision. Only after we fully die in and with Him and rise to new life in 

and with Him will we be able to know Him clearly and share in His glorious 

resurrected and ascended life. Until that moment comes, it’s important to ponder 

that which is incomprehensible. We must know that we do not know, believe 

what is beyond belief, hope in that which is more than we can understand. God is 

a mystery; the Ascension is a mystery—but they are mysteries that must be 

penetrated by prayer. Do so today as we commemorate this holy culmination of 

the earthly life and mission of Christ. 
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