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MISSION STATEMENT 

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify 

God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend 

our love, support, and compassion to the needy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diocesan Office of Protective Services 

(843) 261-0430 

Diocese Victim Assistance Ministries 

(843) 856-0748 

 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME 

JULY 19, 2026 

DAILY REFLECTIONS 

 
MONDAY: Matthew 12:38-39 

Reflect today on your own heart. Why do you believe in God? Why do you 

profess Jesus as your Lord and Savior? Has faith truly taken hold of you? Have 

you heard God speak within and responded with surrender? If so, then this is the 

transforming power of faith at work. Pray for this gift—that it may take deeper 

root and grow stronger each day—so that, unlike the scribes and Pharisees, the 

gift of faith will be the only sign from Heaven you need. 

 

TUESDAY: Matthew 12:47-50 

Reflect today on your deep longing to belong. We often seek acceptance from 

family, friends, and those around us, but that longing is ultimately fulfilled only 

by grace, in the spiritual communion that flows from obedience to the Father’s 

will. Obeying God is a blessing, not a burden. It makes us who we are meant to 

be. The fruit of that obedience is the deepest peace and joy the heart can know: 

the joy of belonging to God’s eternal family. 

 

WEDNESDAY:  St. Mary Magdalene 

Reflection: Saint Mary Magdalene, also known as Magdalene or Mary of 

Magdala, is most likely named after the bustling fishing village of Magdala on 

the western edge of the Sea of Galilee. All information about Mary comes from 

the Gospels. Luke 8:1–3 introduces her as one of the many women who 

accompanied Jesus and the Twelve, providing for them out of their own 

resources. These women are said to have been “cured of evil spirits and 

infirmities,” and Mary is specifically noted to have been delivered from “seven 

demons.” 

 

THURSDAY: Matthew 13:10-13 

Reflect today on the disposition of your own heart. Are you truly open to the 

deeper truths of God? Do you seek to understand, or are you content merely to 

hear? Ask the Lord to lift the sacred veil from your eyes and ears so that you 

may behold the mysteries of His Kingdom with clarity and awe. Let His Word 

penetrate your soul like seed falling on rich soil. And if you discover areas of 

dullness or resistance within, do not be discouraged. Christ continues to sow 

generously. All He asks is that you receive His Word with humility and allow it 

to take root. 

 

FRIDAY: Matthew 13:18-20 

Reflect today on the progression revealed in this parable. How open is your 

heart to the Word of God? As a spiritual seed, God’s Word is powerful. When 

received into a mind filled with faith, and a heart filled with hope and charity, 

the seed is nurtured and grows. As it grows, authentic transformation takes place. 

Good fruit becomes evident, and God does great things in and through this holy 

soul. See yourself on this journey, till the soil, and await God’s Word as it is 

sown. Receive it with joy, and resolve to nourish that seed so that an abundance 

of good fruit may be borne from your life—thirty, sixty, or a hundredfold. 

   

SATURDAY:  Matthew 13:24-26 

Reflect today on the need for patient endurance in the face of the evils God 

permits us to encounter. Resist the temptation to act rashly or judge hastily. Trust 

that in God’s time, all will be revealed. In the meantime, strive to be like the 

golden wheat—humble, fruitful, and bowed in reverence before the Lord. For it 

is not the appearance of goodness, but the fruit it bears, that makes a soul fit for 

the Master’s barn. 

 

RECORD OF FAITHFULLNESS 

FOR THE WEEK OF 

JULY 12, 2026  

 

 

      AMT  AMT 

Envelopes  $3,588 CASC $ 

Loose $160 Maintenance and Repairs $ 

Votives $ Peter’s Pence $25 

  Seminary $ 

Sub Total $3,748  $ 

Grand Total $3,773 Sub Total $25 

 

8AM 29  9:30 54 Total 83 
 

Parish Center 

 Total $110,065.55 

 

Prayers for Our Military 

 

 
 

As a faith community, we lift up in prayer the women and men serving in 

our armed forces, especially those from our parish family who are on active 

duty. We ask for God's protection, strength, and peace for them and their 

loved ones. Please join us in praying for the service members: 

 

Major Thomas G., USMC 

Major Joseph G., USAF 

James Kobyra, CDR, USN 

 

If you have a St. Mary’s Church family member currently serving in the 

military whom you'd like to include in our prayers, please  email 

stmarys165@gmail.com with their name, rank, and branch of service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday          8am & 9:30am 

Wednesday                9:00am 

Friday*           9:00am 

*Adoration following Mass 

on the 1st Friday  

RECONCILIATION 

Sunday        7:15-8am 

Wed/Fri     8:30-9am 

 

Most Rev. Jacques Fabre-Jeune 

Bishop of Charleston 

Rev. Jesuprathap Narichetti 

(Father JP) 

Pastor 

Email: 

jnarichetti@charlestondiocese.org 

(843) 731-1162 

Parish Secretary Becky Chaski 
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PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

WELCOME:  WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS TO ST. 

MARY'S!  WE TRUST YOU WILL FIND US A WELCOMING AND 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY AS YOU JOIN US IN CELEBRATING 

THE MASS TODAY.  COFFEE IS AVAILABLE IN THE PARISH 

CENTER AFTER MASS.  WE LOOK FORWARD TO GETTING TO 

KNOW YOU! 

 

MASS INTENTIONS:  Today’s 8:00 mass is being offered for Owen 

and Maria Black Family, on behalf of Virginia Watson. Today’s 9:30 

mass is being offered for the Repose Sole of Raelynn Racoma, on behalf 

of Gary and Diane Henriques. 

 

MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED:  Please consider spending 90 minutes 

after Sunday 9:30 Mass to help count the donations.  We are an all-

Volunteer Church, and we need your participation.  Contact Carolyn Gibbs 

at 9:30 Mass or email me at carolyn29449@gmail.com.  Virtus training 

through the Diocese is required. 

 

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB: Our August meetings will be on 

Wednesdays, August 5 and August 19 at 1PM.  We have chosen "The 

Fisherman's Bride' by Catherine Magia. This is the story of Simon Peter's 

wife.   ""Cast off by her family after shunning a wealthy suitor to marry a 

humble fisherman, her life is fraught with hardship."  We meet at 4199 

Hwy 165 at 1PM the first and third Wednesday of each month.  We read all 

summer!  You may join us at any time. Please call 843 729-1644 for more 

information. 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS OF ST. PAUL’S PARISH: Volunteer Drivers 

needed for Meals on Wheels of St. St. Paul’s Parish.  One morning a week 

or two mornings a month.  Please call Edwin Worrell at 843-494-1893. 

 

PARISH LIFE CENTER PLEDGE ENVELOPES:  Your support for the 

new Parish Life Center is very important to us.  Be a part of our growing 

future and return the completed pledge envelope to the parish office or thru 

the Sunday mass offertory, and as always if you have any questions please 

contact Mark Bauknight at 843-327-5371 or stmarys165@gmail.com.  

 

BECOMING A ST. MARY’S REGISTERED PARISHIONER:  For 

those interested in becoming registered members of St. Mary's Parish, the 

registration forms are located in the back of the Church, an Usher can 

provide you with one or by accessing our Parish Registration Form at 

www.stmarysyongesisland.org. 

 

 

 

Lector for 07/26/26  

8am Renee Meyer 

9:30am Joe Yabut 

Eucharistic Minister for 07/26/26 

8am Ginny Bruneau 

9:30am Joe Branton 

Second Collection Sunday 07/26/26 

Maintenance and Repairs 
 

We pray for each other. In your time of prayer, please remember the 

following people and intentions:  Helaine Ahern, Hazel 

Basilio,  Sam Blackburn, Chester Broton, Jr., James 

Butski Jr., Kalynn Sandoval Campbell, Allison Condon 

Chappell, Julliet Collins, Joe Connell, Jack Cooper, 

Cherry Constable, Maryanne Cortez, Maria DeGennaro, 

Teresita Y. Domingo, Jacob Matthew Dupree, Frances Enos, Tricia 

Espiritu, Erlinda Evangelista, Ricardo Evangelista, Victoria Flanders, 

Ken Fleming, Avery Goetz, J. Gould, Jamekia Grampus, Anne Groover, 

Krist Groover, Jerrie Hess, Mary & Rod Jaros, Yvonne Livingston, Gus 

Long, John Lucas, Susan Mance, Kelly Meyer, Jane Morley, Ray 

Marrone, Nirmala Mary Narichetti, Terri Nobleman, John North,  

Connor O’Brien, Judy O’Neal, Linda Perry, Sarah Proulx, Miquelina 

Sanchez, Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer, Diane Stokes, 

Eloise Stroud, Sandy Unger,  Larry Walker, Mary Walker, Ellie Wilson,  

Jose A. Yabut, Domingo Zarate Jr., and All Parishioners of our parish 

family. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Father JP welcomes your mass intentions for celebrating a special 

occasion, on behalf of a family member or friend, or a deceased loved 

one.  A Mass request can be submitted by the following: 

• Calling our Parish office at 843-889-8549.   You may leave a 

message with your contact information. 

• Completing a Mass Intention Envelope, checking the calendar 

located in the back of the church for date availability and 

placing your envelope in the box above the calendar.  

• Requesting a Mass Card be mailed directly to you, for whose 

All-Mass Intentions are voluntary offerings, since the Holy 

Eucharist is the universal prayer of all the church.  The typical 

offering is ten dollars.   

Stipends for Mass Intentions may be brought or mailed to the Parish office 

(cash or check). 

 

 

GOSPEL REFLECTION 
Yeast is small—invisible once it is worked into the dough. And yet, its influence is 

pervasive and powerful. This simple image—yeast worked into three measures of 

flour, causing it to slowly rise—reveals that the Kingdom of Heaven is built quietly, 

almost imperceptibly, from within. Like leaven silently transforming dough from the 

inside, so too does God’s grace operate—hidden yet active—in the heart, in the 

Church, and in the world. 

 

Patiently watching dough rise can be a small wonder, especially for children. In this 

brief parable, the yeast symbolizes the Word of God, and the wheat flour, the human 

soul. When God’s Word is welcomed by faith, it possesses the power to transform 

the entire soul. Just as yeast elevates and expands flour into bread, so God’s Word 

elevates human nature and conforms it to Himself. How awe-inspiring it is to behold 

the gradual transformation of a soul animated by divine grace! 

 

Saint Augustine offers several interpretations of the “three measures” of wheat flour. 

He suggests they can represent the threefold interior life of the human person: heart, 

soul, and mind (cf. Matthew 22:37); or the three degrees of fruitfulness described in 

the parable of the sower—“a hundredfold, sixtyfold, and thirtyfold” (cf. Matthew 

13:23); or even the three righteous men mentioned in Ezekiel—Noah, Daniel, and 

Job (cf. Ezekiel 14:14), each representing a distinct path of fidelity under trial. Each 

of these interpretations reveals how God’s transforming Word is at work not only in 

the individual soul, but within the Church and throughout all humanity. 

 

Though “three measures” might not sound like much, it was in fact a substantial 

amount. According to ancient Jewish and Roman measurements, three measures (or 

satons) could equal nearly fifty pounds of flour—enough to feed more than a hundred 

people. The parable, therefore, is about abundance—the superabundant fruitfulness of 

God’s Word when it is thoroughly received—penetrating deeply into the individual 

soul, the Church, and society. Like leaven in dough, this transformation takes time. 

Though not immediate, it is steady, enduring, and complete. 

 

Consider your own life: Has the Word of God been thoroughly mixed into your 

whole being—into your heart, your soul, and your mind? Has it leavened your 

interior life so completely that even your smallest actions are touched by grace? Has 

divine love taken hold of you—not in part, but in whole? 

 

Furthermore, do you see your interconnectedness with the Church and rejoice in the 

many ways God is at work within Her and Her members? Do you gaze upon the 

world and, with wonder and awe, perceive God’s hidden activity? It is easy to focus 

on the worldly chaos and to be drawn into the sensationalism of evil. But it takes a 

truly perceptive soul—like a child watching dough rise—to behold the quiet, steady 

work of God, who is ever bringing His Kingdom to life—quietly, steadily, and far 

and wide. 

 

Reflect today on the quiet ways God is at work within you, within the Church, and 

throughout the world. Though you might not always perceive the movement of grace, 

trust that it is active—like yeast in dough—gently transforming, sanctifying, and 

preparing hearts for the glory to come. Resist the temptation to measure your spiritual 

growth by visible signs or immediate results. Instead, remain faithful to prayer, 

attentive to the Word, and docile to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. God’s 

Kingdom unfolds in time, and its rising is certain. Even when the world seems 

overwhelmed by sin or division, remember that the leaven is at work. The final loaf is 

being prepared for the eternal banquet—and you are being made ready, one hidden 

grace at a time, until you are fully prepared to share in the joy of the eternal feast. 
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