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FOR THE WEEK OF MONDAY: Luke 4:28-30
AUGUST 23, 2026 Reflect today on the mysterious ways Jesus continues to provoke hearts— C,g'[' URCH
including your own. Sometimes His Word unsettles us not because it is harsh,
but because it is true, and we are unprepared to accept it and change. The people 4255 HIGHWAY 165
AMT AMT of Nazareth tegch us that We—like themfsometimes need our pride stirred up YONGES ISLAND SC 29449-6011

so we can see it and reject it. As you consider the people of Nazareth from that (843) 889-8549

Envelopes $1,770 CASC $ moment forward, see yourself in them. Recognize any ways that you respond EMERGENCY (843) 731-1162

Loose $105 Miscellany $10 with hostility to humbling truths that are hard to accept, and allow time and : STMARYS165@GMAIL.COM

grace to heal you—helping you to repent and grow in gratitude for Jesus’

Votives $ Maintenance and Repair $911 humbling and holy provocation.
The Assumption $15
Sub Total $1,875 $ TUESDAY: Luke 4:33._35 . .
Reflect today on the universal scope of Luke’s Gospel, which we will hear over
Grand Total $2.811 Sub Total $936 the coming months. Though Jesus begins within Israel, His mission reaches
every soul. By beginning His ministry with a confrontation against evil, Jesus
| 8AM | 42 | 9:30 | 57 | Total [ 99 | reveals that He has come not only to teach but to conquer—to break the chains
of darkness and bring divine healing to the world. His Word still speaks with
Parish Center authority. May we listen, believe, and be set free from the evil one and all his
Total $144,855 demonic powers, so that we may help proclaim Christ’s Kingdom to the ends of

the earth in our own unique ways.

Pravers for Our Military

WEDNESDAY: Luke 4:38-39

Reflect today on your own trust in the power of Jesus’ word. Do you believe He
can rebuke the disorders in your life with divine authority? Do you turn to Him
with confidence in the Sacraments, knowing that what He speaks, He
accomplishes? Surrender all that afflicts you to the power of His Word, and
allow Him to restore you to grace, relying especially on the sacramental
authority given to Simon Peter and exercised by the priests who have followed

Ay ST

after. TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY
THURSDAY: Luke 5:1-4 IN ORDINARY TIME

As a faith community, we lift up in prayer the women and men serving in Reflect today on the sacred image of Simon’s boat. See in it a foreshadowing of

our armed forces, especially those from our parish family who are on active the Church, and consider how you are called to serve within her. Christ AUGUST 30, 2026
duty. We ask for God's protection, strength, and peace for them and their continues to preach from this vessel, to call others into its safety, and to call you
loved ones. Please join us in praying for the service members: L(iecrii;[ your net into the deep where many souls await the Gospel and God’s MISSION STATEMENT
. Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify
1\1/{/2[‘]?1' TJhomahs ((;;., I[JJS}ZIFC FRIDAY: Luke 5:33-35 God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend
Jan?g::liio(;)sef a CBR USN Reflect today on the glorious end to which you are called: union with Christ, our love, support, and compassion to the needy.
LtCol Sean (}jl I-iu dson, USAF your Bridegroom. This journey requires sacrifice, so fasting and penance remain
LtCol Justi Y North. USAF essential. Yet when we keep our eyes fixed on the joy of Divine Union, every Most Rev. Jacques Fabre-Jeune MASS SCHEDULE
of Justin X. North, sacziriﬁce becqmes liglllltzr anc:1 eL joy}ful erpbraﬁe olf; I?V% The cliifﬁcull{ty olf fasting Bishop of Charleston
, ) . and penance 1s overshadowed by the union they help bring about. Resolve to Rev. Jesuprathap Narichetti Sunday 8am & 9:30am
If you have a St. M'ary. s Church family member currently serving in the fast, to pray, and to stay close to Christ, the Bridegroom of your soul. He is the (IIT)ather gp) Wednesday 9:00am
military whom you d like tg 1ncluFle in our prayers, please email ‘ faithful Spouse who will never abandon you. Pastor Friday* 9:00am
stmarys165@gmail.com with their name, rank, and branch of service. % . .
Email: Adoration following Mass
SAEURDAY' %h | hority for . jnarichetti@charlestondiocese.org on the 1st Friday
Reflect today on t. ¢ fallen human tenc_lency tq ove a_lut ority O.I‘.ItS own sake. (843) 731-1162 RECONCILIATION
Do you struggle with this? Power that is exercised without humility and without . . Sund 7:15-8
: . . Parish Secretary Becky Chaski undaay -15-0am
charity that seeks only the good of others is dangerous and often abusive. Look . .
) , . Wed/Fri 8:30-9am
for such structures in your life—whether external or internal—and prayerfully
surrender them to Christ. Allow Him, the true Lord of the Sabbath, to reorder Diocesan Office of Protective Services
your heart according to truth, love, and mercy, so that every exercise of authority ) (843)261-0430
in your life becomes an act of service, modeled after His own. Diocese Victim Assistance Ministries

(843) 856-0748
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PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

WELCOME: WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS TO ST. MARY'S!
WE TRUST YOU WILL FIND US A WELCOMING AND SPIRITUAL
COMMUNITY AS YOU JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THE MASS
TODAY. COFFEE IS AVAILABLE IN THE PARISH CENTER AFTER
MASS. WE LOOK FORWARD TO GETTING TO KNOW YOU!

MASS INTENTIONS

Today’s 8:00 is being offered for the deceased soul of Billy Butler on
behalf of Teresa Loughridge.

Today’s 9:30 mass is being offered for the repose of the soul of Eduardo
Molon, on behalf of Jen Crowe.

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB

We meet the first and third Wednesday of each month. at 4199 Hwy 165,
just down the street from St. Mary's. Our September meetings will be Sept 2
and 16. We have chosen "Redemption, Stepping into the Light" by Raymond
Arroyo. This author's memoir recounts his experience from childhood trauma,
abuse, gang violence, addiction and redemption. You may join us at any
time. Please call 843 729-1644 for more information.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Parish Council will meet Tuesday, September 8™ at 6pm in the Parish Center.

All are welcome to attend.

BAKE SALE

Ladies Guild is gearing up for the fall season, our first of many Bake Sales will
be Sunday, September 13, any volunteers would be greatly appreciated.
Prices haven't gone up, time to try something new and different.

MONEY COUNTERS NEEDED

Please consider spending 90 minutes after Sunday 9:30 Mass to help count the
donations. We are an all-Volunteer Church, and we need your

participation. Contact Carolyn Gibbs at 9:30 Mass or email me

at carolyn29449@gmail.com. Virtus training through the Diocese is required.

BECOMING A ST. MARY’S REGISTERED PARISHIONER

For those interested in becoming registered members of St. Mary's Parish, the
registration forms are located in the back of the Church, an Usher can provide
you with one or by accessing our Parish Registration Form at
www.stmarysyongesisland.org.

INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Are you or someone you know seeking more information or have questions
about joining the Catholic Church? If you are interested, please call the church
office, or email us at the church office (stmarys165@gmail.com). All are
welcome to participate.

Lector for 09/06/26
8am Jim Madory
9:30am Joe Yabut
Eucharistic Minister for 09/06/26
8am Ginny Bruneau
9:30am Kim Terry
Second Collection Sunday 09/06/26
Catholic Appeal of South Carolina

We pray for each other. In your time of prayer, please remember the
following people and intentions: Hazel Basilio, Sam
Blackburn, Joe Branton, Chester Broton, Jr., James
Butski Jr., Kalynn Sandoval Campbell, Allison Condon
\‘ Chappell, Julliet Collins, Joe Connell, Jack Cooper,
Cherry Constable, Maryanne Cortez, Teresita Y.
Domingo, Jacob Matthew Dupree, Kim Durben, Frances Enos, Tricia
Espiritu, Erlinda Evangelista, Ricardo Evangelista, Victoria Flanders,
Ken Fleming, Avery Goetz, J. Gould, Jamekia Grampus, Anne Groover,
Krist Groover, Jerrie Hess, Mary & Rod Jaros, Yvonne Livingston, Gus
Long, John Lucas, Susan Mance, Kelly Meyer, Jane Morley, Ray
Marrone, Nirmala Mary Narichetti, Terri Nobleman, John North,
Connor O’Brien, Judy O’Neal, Pauline, Linda Perry, Sarah Proulx,
Miquelina Sanchez, Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer, Diane
Stokes, Eloise Stroud, Joe T., Larry Walker, Mary Walker, Ellie Wilson,
Jose A. Yabut, Domingo Zarate Jr., and All Parishioners of our parish
family.

MASS INTENTIONS
Father JP welcomes your mass intentions for celebrating a special
occasion, on behalf of a family member or friend, or a deceased loved
one. A Mass request can be submitted by the following:

e Calling our Parish office at 843-889-8549. You may leave a
message with your contact information.

e Completing a Mass Intention Envelope, checking the calendar
located in the back of the church for date availability and
placing your envelope in the box above the calendar.

e Requesting a Mass Card be mailed directly to you, for whose
All-Mass Intentions are voluntary offerings, since the Holy
Eucharist is the universal prayer of all the church. The typical
offering is ten dollars.

Stipends for Mass Intentions may be brought or mailed to the Parish office
(cash or check).

GOSPEL REFLECTION

This scene likely unfolds in or near Caesarea Philippi, a Gentile region steeped in
pagan worship. There, at the mouth of a cave long associated with the entrance to
the netherworld—believed by some pagans to be the very gate of Hades—Jesus
had just questioned His disciples: “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
and then more directly, “But who do you say that [ am?” (cf. Matthew 16:13-15).
Peter, speaking with conviction on behalf of the Twelve, boldly proclaimed,
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16). Jesus
responded by declaring him “Peter,” the rock upon which He would build His
Church, promising that “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

Just moments later, Jesus issues one of the strongest rebukes recorded in the
Gospels: “Get behind me, Satan!” The same Peter who had just spoken divine
truth now speaks human fear and shortsightedness. In trying to dissuade Jesus
from His suffering and death, Peter unknowingly opposes the very mission of the
Messiah. Jesus calls this mindset not merely a mistake, but a diabolical
temptation—echoing the same temptation He faced in the desert, when Satan
sought to lure Him away from the Cross with promises of worldly glory.

What a stark contrast. Peter goes from being the rock of faith to an obstacle in the
Lord’s path. But why was Jesus so severe in His response?

Because the stakes were eternal. The Cross is not optional. It is the means of
salvation—mnot just for Jesus, but for all who would follow Him. To think
otherwise, even with good intention, is to prefer human comfort over divine
wisdom. Peter’s protest reflects a natural aversion to suffering, but Jesus exposes
it for what it truly is: a stumbling block to the will of the Father.

This dramatic Gospel scene is recorded for a reason. By calling Peter “Satan,”
Jesus wanted to warn him—and us—of the real and ever-present danger of
rejecting the way of the Cross. Like Peter, we can easily fall into the trap of
wishful thinking and misguided compassion by saying about ourselves or those
close to us, “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen...” We are
saying, in essence: “Lord, please make sure that neither I nor anyone I love ever
has to suffer!” But such a prayer, though well-meaning, is clearly mistaken, and
Jesus wants that point to be clearly understood.

Peter was troubled because “Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer greatly from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,

and be killed and on the third day be raised.” But all that Jesus revealed about His
suffering was good—very good. Though His suffering was inflicted by the sins of
others, His free and loving embrace of that suffering was the greatest act of love
the world has ever known. Peter was blinded to this truth. He could not yet see
beyond the horror of suffering to the divine good that would come through Jesus’
sacrificial embrace of it.

Reflect today on Peter’s and Jesus’ words: “God forbid, Lord!” and “Get behind
me, Satan!” In this exchange, Jesus is also speaking to each of us, saying, “Never
run from the Cross!” We must never flee from a selfless and sacrificial embrace
of suffering, even when that suffering is unjust. God can and will transform all
freely embraced suffering into a means of His eternal glory and our
sanctification. With our Lord, reject the evil one’s false empathy. Reject the lie
that suffering is meaningless. Choose instead to lay down your life in love with
Christ, and in doing so, you will rise with Him, victorious over every sin and
diabolical lie, overcoming even the sufferings of this life through your free and
faithful embrace.
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