RECORD OF FAITHFULLNESS

FOR THE WEEK OF
OCTOBER 5, 2025
AMT AMT
Envelopes $4,380 Maintenance & Repairs $150
Loose $121 Meals on Wheels $
Votive $ CASC $626
Loose $ $
Sub Total $4,501 $
Grand Total | $5,277 Sub Total $776
| 8AM | 37 [930 | 67 |Total |104 |

Prayers for Our Military

[

As a faith community, we lift up in prayer the women and men serving in
our armed forces, especially those from our parish family who are on active
duty. We ask for God's protection, strength, and peace for them and their
loved ones. Please join us in praying for the service members:

If you have a St. Mary’s Church family member currently serving in the
military whom you'd like to include in our prayers, please email
stmarys165@gmail.com with their name, rank, and branch of service.

DAILY REFLECTIONS
MONDAY: Luke 11:29-30
Reflect, today, upon any decision you are trying to make. Then reflect upon how you are
going about this decision. Do you use the witness Jesus gave to us as the foundation of
your discernment? Do you reflect upon how you can lay your life down as a sacrificial gift
for others? Do you look at love from the point of view of the Cross of our Lord and strive
to imitate His glorious and selfless dedication to the salvation of those whom He loves?
Seek to imitate our Lord, using the witness of His actions as the foundation of all of your
discernment and decisions in life, and you will have discovered the only true sign you need
to navigate the challenges of life.

TUESDAY: Luke 11:37-40

Reflect, today, upon these powerful words of Jesus: “You fools!” Don’t be offended by
these words; they are words of love from our Lord. They are His fierce attempt to wake
this Pharisee up and lead him away from his hypocrisy. Listen to these words as if they
were also spoken to you. Every one of us can humbly benefit from this loving chastisement
from Jesus. Every one of us needs to humbly be transformed more fully interiorly. Let
Jesus’ words speak to you and reveal to you the ways that you need to change. Perhaps
your pride has led you to an interior practice of judgment of others. Perhaps it has blinded
you to sins that you need to confess. If you can listen to these words as if they were spoken
to you, then Jesus’ fervor will reach you, and your eyes will be opened to that which is in
your soul that needs to be changed. Do not turn a blind eye to this. Be open, be humble and
listen.

WEDNESDAY: Luke 11:45-46

Reflect, today, upon anything that has recently offended you. Be honest and admit that it is
often the case that when God presents you with your sin through some means such as the
loving rebuke of another, you must work diligently to overcome any pride. And when you
feel defensive, you must immediately see that as an indication that there is something in
your life that you need to change. A pricked conscience is a gift from God. Rejoice when
that happens, rather than being offended, and you will discover one of the best ways by
which you can grow in holiness of life by becoming free of the very sin our Lord is
presenting to you.

THURSDAY: Luke 11:53-54

Reflect, today, upon any way that you have seen this misguided tendency within your own
life. If you can identify a time when you struggled with hostility toward another, look at the
fruit it bore. Was God glorified through your actions? Did this leave you at peace or
agitated? Were you fully objective in your thinking? Be honest with these questions and
you will begin to discover the road to freedom from such obsessive thinking. God wants
you to be at peace. If there is injustice, trust that our Lord will sort it out. You, for your
part, must continually work to forgive, act with charity, and direct your attention to the will
of God as it is gently presented to you.

FRIDAY: Luke 12:2-3

Reflect, today, upon the importance of striving for a life of true transparency and integrity.
The best way to do this is to live every day as if everything within your heart were visible
for all to see. If that means you need to change in some way so as to be at peace with what
will eventually come to light, then work diligently on making that change here and now.
The opposite of hypocrisy, for which the Pharisees were firmly condemned, is honesty and
sincerity. Spend time reflecting upon these beautiful virtues and pray that the Lord will gift
you with them so that you can live a life of true integrity here and now in preparation for
that glorious day of judgment, when all will be “known” and “proclaimed on the
housetops.”

SATURDAY: Luke 10:1-2

Reflect, today, upon the fact that the Gospel is meant for everyone. Speak to our Lord and
tell Him that you are ready and willing to be used by Him to bring His saving message to
others. As you do so, wait on the Lord, listen to His inspiration, and respond when He
calls. If someone comes to mind whom you sense God is calling you to evangelize, begin
to pray for that person. Pray for them every day and be attentive to any inspiration God
gives you to share His love and saving message with them. Do not be afraid to be an
evangelist like Saint Luke. Doing so might make an eternal difference in someone’s life.
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MASS SCHEDULE

Sunday 8am & 9:30am
Wednesday 9:00am
Friday* 9:00am

*Adoration following Mass
on the 1st Friday

RECONCILIATION
Sunday 7:15-8am
Wed/Fri 8:30-9am

Diocesan Office of Protective Services
(843) 261-0430
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PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

WELCOME: WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS TO ST.
MARY'S! WE TRUST YOU WILL FIND US A WELCOMING AND
SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY AS YOU JOIN US IN CELEBRATING
THE MASS TODAY. COFFEE IS AVAILABLE IN THE PARISH
CENTER AFTER MASS. WE LOOK FORWARD TO GETTING TO
KNOW YOU!

MASS INTENTIONS: Today’s 9:30 mass is being offered for Jomik
Manalo, on behalf of Jen Crowe.

A Big “Thank You” to Katie and Matt Wolf for hosting the Shrimp Boil
last weekend. A good turn out and delicious shrimp. Thanks to all who

brought side-dishes and desserts. The jump castle was enjoyed by young
and old alike.

PARISH COUNCIL: Parish Council will Tuesday, October 14™
@6:30pm in the Parish Center.

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB: We will meet 1PM on Wednesday October
15 at 4199 Hwy 165. We are reading through chapter 6 of "The Boy Who
Met Jesus". Prior to Jesus appearing to Segatashy, he had never been inside
a Church, nor did he have any knowledge of Jesus Christ. In some ways,
his innocence made him a perfect candidate to receive messages from our

Lord. You are welcome to join us at any time. For more information,
please call 843 729-1644.

TRAINING FOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND LAY
READERS:

Fr. JP will hold a training class for Eucharistic Ministers and Lay Readers
on Wednesday, October 29" at 6:30pm in the Church. This training is for
those that recently signed up for these Ministries. However, if you are
currently serving and would like a refresher please plan to attend. And for
anyone who did not get a chance to volunteer at our recent Ministry Fair but
wanted to be a Eucharistic Minister or Lay Reader, please come. For any
questions about this training, please contact Donna Hudson at 703-371-
1682 or wdhudson87@gmail.com.

Lector Schedule for 10/19/25

8am Renee Meyer

9:30am Pam Kobyra

Eucharistic Ministers for 10/19/25
8am Virginia Watson

9:30am Joe Branton

Collection for 10/19/25

Mission Sunday

We pray for each other. In your time of prayer, please remember the
following people and intentions:
Helaine Ahern, Hazel Basilio, Chester Broton, Jr., James
Butski Jr., Allison Condon Chappell, Frank Chestnut,
\‘ Julliet Collins, Jack Cooper, Cherry Constable, Maryanne
Cortez, Sonja Dees, Teresita Y. Domingo, Jacob Matthew
Dupree, Frances Enos, Tricia Espiritu, Ricardo Evangelista, Erlinda
Evangelista, Victoria Flanders, Ken Fleming, Avery Goetz, J. Gould,
Patricia Gould, Jamekia Grampus, Krist Groover, Jerrie Hess, Doris
Heffernan, Michael Hyland, Mary & Rod Jaros, Danny Kenney, Eileen
Killennerger, Jim Kobyra, Yvonne Livingston, Gus Long, John Lucas,
Susan Mance Kelly Meyer, Patti McDermott, Ann Mitchum, Jane
Morley, Ray Marrone, Nirmala Mary Narichetti, Yvonne Nasser, Terri
Nobleman, John North, Evan North, Connor O’Brien, Sarah Proulx,
Miquelina Sanchez, Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer, Diane
Stokes, Eloise Stroud, Sandy Unger, Soul of Marlene Ille Vincent, Larry
Walker, Mary Walker, Ellie Wilson, Mary Wilson, Jose Yabut, Domingo
Zarate Jr., and All Parishioners of our parish family.

MASS INTENTIONS

Father JP welcomes your mass intentions for celebrating a special
occasion, on behalf of a family member or friend, or a deceased loved
one. A Mass request can be submitted by the following:

e (Calling our Parish office at 843-889-8549. You may leave a
message with your contact information.

e Completing a Mass Intention Envelope, checking the calendar
located in the back of the church for date availability and
placing your envelope in the box above the calendar.

e Requesting a Mass Card be mailed directly to you, for whose
All-Mass Intentions are voluntary offerings, since the Holy
Eucharist is the universal prayer of all the church. The typical
offering is ten dollars.

Stipends for Mass Intentions may be brought or mailed to the Parish office
(cash or check).

GOSPEL REFLECTION

This story begins very well for all ten of these lepers. For nine of them, it ends
tragically. For one, it ends in an even better and more glorious way than it
began.

The lepers represent us all. Their illness was a symbol of all sin and the
consequences of sin. When the disease began, the lepers began to experience
the effects of their disease. Discolored and thick dry skin, sores, and rashes
would set in. Once detected, each leper was removed from the community to
stop the spread of the disease and was only free to associate with other lepers.
They no longer could gather freely with their loved ones as the lepers entered
isolation and shame. Analogously, all sin has similar effects. Sin causes pain
within our souls as we discover the growing wounds it causes. Sin affects our
relationships and our ability to freely relate to those whom we love.

The initial cure for sin is simple. We cry out, “Jesus, Master! Have pity on
me!” But that is only the first step. By curing the lepers, Jesus was showing us
that He had power over our sin. He could forgive us and will forgive us when
we seek His mercy. But forgiveness will end in tragedy if it does not lead us to
faith and to a following of the will of God with zeal and determination. If we
take the forgiveness of sins for granted, then we will be in an even more
miserable state than before. The nine lepers who failed to return and give
thanks to God represent those who do not convert their lives when touched by
God’s merciful hand.

This story highlights the importance of our response to God when He does
touch us. We must glorify God with a loud voice, fall on our knees before Him
and express our deepest gratitude. When the one leper does this, Jesus says to
him, “Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.” That mercy from our Lord
was a mercy that touched his soul. It imparted the gift of faith and enabled this
man to go forth and be healed with eternal graces.

Too often we turn to God in prayer only when we have a problem. Then, once
the problem is taken care of, we pay little to no attention to our Lord. God’s
role in our lives is not to fix our problems so that we can then go about our
daily lives as normal. His mercy must evoke ongoing and profound gratitude.
Gratitude to God is nothing other than an acknowledgement of the truth. We
owe everything to God. Without Him, we are nothing. We are dead in our
sins. Just one leper realized this and was blessed with the gift of faith that
saved not only his body, but also his soul.

Reflect, today, upon the ways in which you turn to God in prayer. It is good
to come to Him with your needs and problems. It is good to cry out “Jesus,
Master! Have pity on me!” It is good to come to Him as the Physician of your
soul and the source of healing you need. But that is not enough. In fact, if you
stop there in your life of prayer, you will end in a most miserable state. You
will be using God for your selfish advantage. Reflect upon whether you are
able to take the next and most important step in faith. Do you come to Him
when all is well? Do you praise Him with all your might for all that He has
done for you? Do you fall on your knees before Him with the deepest
gratitude in your heart? Reflect upon your prayer and seek to imitate this one
leper. If you do, your faith will also save you and our Lord will invite you to
rise and go forth, healed in the truest way possible.




