RECORD OF FAITHFULLNESS

FOR THE WEEK OF
SEPTEMBER 7TH, 2025
AMT AMT

Envelopes $3,415 Maintenance & Repairs $20
Loose $144 Disaster Relief $

Votive $50 CASC $390
Loose $ $

Sub Total $3,609 $

Grand Total | $4,019 Sub Total $410

| 8AM | 38 [930 | 41  |Total |79 |

Pravers for QOur Military

As a faith community, we lift up in prayer the women and men serving in
our armed forces, especially those from our parish family who are on active
duty. We ask for God's protection, strength, and peace for them and their
loved ones. Please join us in praying for the service members:

If you have a St. Mary’s Church family member currently serving in the
military whom you'd like to include in our prayers, please email
stmarysl65@gmail.com with their name, rank, and branch of service.

DAILY REFLECTIONS

MONDAY: John 19:25

Reflect, today, we all long to be loved by another. To give and receive love is the
greatest gift that we can give and receive. Love is what we were made for and is
the source of our fulfillment in life. We can be certain that as Mother Mary stood
at the foot of the Cross, her human heart experienced the greatest fulfillment ever
known. Her heart was fulfilled because she exercised her motherly love to
perfection.

TUESDAY: Luke 7:11-12

Reflect, today, upon anyone in your life who resembles this widow of Nain. Who
is it that God wants you to notice and to feel compassion for? As your empathetic
heart notices those who need your compassion, open yourself, also, to the
supernatural gift of hope. Have divine hope that God will heal them. As you do,
allow that hope to manifest faith in God and offer that compassion, hope and faith
to God as your prayer for those who are in need.

WEDNESDAY: Luke 7:32-35

Reflect, today, upon the calling you have been given to live in a well-ordered
way. Do so by considering how attentive you are to the people around you. Does
the attentiveness of your charity help you to see the hurt within the hearts of those
who are suffering? Are you compelled to offer them a compassionate ear and
merciful heart? When others are experiencing the joys of life, are you able to share
that joy with them? Can you do so fully, without jealousy or envy of any kind?
When God inspires you to some act of conversion and bestows some grace, do you
listen and promptly obey, responding in the most appropriate way? Our souls must
become sensitive to the promptings of grace and must respond accordingly. Seek
to have a well-ordered soul so that you will live and experience the life that God
places before you each day in accord with His perfect will.

THURSDAY: Luke 7:48-50

Reflect, today, upon the awe-inspired words of these first followers of Jesus:
“Who is this who even forgives sins?” As you do, let God fill you with the deepest
gratitude for the forgiveness He has offered you. Renew your appreciation for this
unmerited gift from God and allow that gratitude to become the source of your
ongoing amazement at the mercy of God.

FRIDAY: Luke 8:1-2

Reflect, today, upon the extent that you have consecrated every part of your life to
our Lord and His mission. Doing so does not necessarily require that you become a
public evangelist, spend all day at Church or the like. It simply means that Jesus
and His mission are invited into everything you do every day all day. We can
never serve our Lord fully enough. As you examine your daily activity, look for
ways to bring our Lord into everything you do. Doing so will truly make you one
of His faithful disciples who are all in with your life.

SATURDAY: Luke 8:8

Reflect, today, upon the fruits of the Spirit. Review them carefully and prayerfully
as you examine your own life. Where you see them in abundance, rejoice and give
thanks, and work to foster their growth. Where you see them lacking, rejoice also
in that insight and consider the reason they are lacking. Are there worldly
anxieties, desires for riches or pleasures that hinder their growth? Seek to be that
truly rich soil, and our Lord will indeed bring forth much good fruit in you and
through you.
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THE EXALTATION OF
THE HOLY CROSS
SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to form Christian Communities that will glorify
God by our loving and serving one another, and to extend
our love, support, and compassion to the needy.

Most Rev. Jacques Fabre-Jeune
Bishop of Charleston
Rev. Jesuprathap Narichetti
(Father JP)
Pastor
Email:
jnarichetti@charlestondiocese.org
(843) 731-1162
Parish Secretary Becky Chaski

MASS SCHEDULE

Sunday 8am & 9:30am
Wednesday 9:00am
Friday* 9:00am

*Adoration following Mass
on the 1st Friday

RECONCILIATION
Sunday 7:15-8am
Wed/Fri 8:30-9am

Diocesan Office of Protective Services
(843) 261-0430

Diocese Victim Assistance Ministries
(843) 856-0748
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PARISH NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

WELCOME: WE WELCOME ALL OUR VISITORS TO ST. MARY'S!
WE TRUST YOU WILL FIND US A WELCOMING AND SPIRITUAL
COMMUNITY AS YOU JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THE MASS
TODAY. COFFEE IS AVAILABLE IN THE PARISH CENTER AFTER
MASS. WE LOOK FORWARD TO GETTING TO KNOW YOU!

WELCOME: Please welcome Evan Love to St. Mary’s parish family.
MASS INTENTIONS: Today’s 8:00 mass is being offered for Norman

Butler Billy, on behalf of Teresa Loughridge. Today’s 9:30 mass is being
offered for Augustine “GUS” Long, on behalf of Matt and Katie Wolf.

THANK YOU: Thanks to all the parishioners who signed up for various
ministries last weekend during our Ministry Fair. With an all-volunteer parish,
more volunteers help lighten the load!

FAITH FORMATION CLASSES (CCD): Faith formation classes (CCD)
begin today following the 9:30 Mass. Please pray for our young
members as they continue their studies.

YOUR INVITED: St. Mary's will have a special short adult education session
on Wednesday, September 17 at 5 PM in the Parish Center. Father Derrick
Sneyd will give two short 30-minute talks on Lay Ministries in Our

Parish with a refreshment break in between the talks. Please plan to attend -
an all-volunteer parish needs help with our lay ministries.

PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS: Parish Council held elections at their
recent meeting: Joe Branton is the new president, and Eric Meyer is vice-
president. New members of the Parish Council and the Finance Committee
signed up and attended the meeting. We always have room for more

volunteers; if interested, please email church (stmarys165@gmail.com) or call
church office (843)889-8549 and leave a message.

ST. MARY'S BOOK CLUB: We will meet on Wednesday, September
17th at 1PM at 4199 Hwy 165. We will be choosing our next book. You are
welcome to join us at any time. For more information, please call 843 729-
1644.

PARISH CHARITY COLLECTION: Sunday, September 21st is in
support of the Hollywood area Meals on Wheels.
Please make checks payable to : St. Paul's Parish Meals on Wheels

BAKE SALE: We’re Back! Ladies Guild Bake Sale on Sunday, September
28™ after both Masses. Please be a Baker and a Buyer. Our people make the
Best Stuft!

Lector Schedule for 09/14/25

8am Vickie Gall

9:30am Joe Yabut

Eucharistic Ministers for 09/14/25

8am Phillip Gall

9:30am Joe Branton

Collection for 09/21/25

Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s Meals on Wheels

Oct thru Dec Schedules are available in the back of the church

We pray for each other. In your time of prayer, please remember the
following people and intentions:

Helaine Ahern, Hazel Basilio, Chester Broton, Jr., James
Butski Jr., Allison Condon Chappell, Frank Chestnut,
Julliet Collins, Jack Cooper, Cherry Constable, Maryanne
\‘ Cortez, Sonja Dees, Teresita Y. Domingo, Jacob Matthew

Dupree, Frances Enos, Tricia Espiritu, Erlinda
Evangeslista, Victoria Flanders, Ken Fleming, Avery Goetz, J. Gould,
Patricia Gould, Jamekia Grampus, Krist Groover, Jerrie Hess, Doris
Heffernan, Mary & Rod Jaros, Danny Kenney, Eileen Killennerger, Jim
Kobyra, Yvonne Livingston, Gus Long, John Lucas, Susan Mance Kelly
Meyer, Patti McDermott, Ann Mitchum, Jane Morley, Ray Marrone,
Nirmala Mary Narichetti, Yvonne Nasser, Terri Nobleman, John North,
Evan North, Connor O’Brien, Sarah Proulx, Miquelina Sanchez,
Elizabeth Smith, Landon Smith, Bill Smyer, Diane Stokes, Eloise Stroud,
Sandy Unger, Soul of Marlene Ille Vincent, Larry Walker, Mary Walker,
Ellie Wilson, Mary Wilson, Jose Yabut, Domingo Zarate Jr., and All
Parishioners of our parish family.

MASS INTENTIONS

Father JP welcomes your mass intentions for celebrating a special
occasion, on behalf of a family member or friend, or a deceased loved
one. A Mass request can be submitted by the following:

e C(alling our Parish office at 843-889-8549. You may leave a
message with your contact information.

e Completing a Mass Intention Envelope, checking the calendar
located in the back of the church for date availability and
placing your envelope in the box above the calendar.

e Requesting a Mass Card be mailed directly to you, for whose
All-Mass Intentions are voluntary offerings, since the Holy
Eucharist is the universal prayer of all the church. The typical
offering is ten dollars.

Stipends for Mass Intentions may be brought or mailed to the Parish office
(cash or check).

GOSPEL REFLECTION

If Jesus would never have given His life on a cross for the salvation of
the world, then a cross would never have been seen in “exultation.” A
cross, in and of itself, is an instrument of death, a horrific and violent
death. It’s also an instrument of humiliation and torture. Yet, today, the
Cross is seen as a holy and blessed object. We hang crosses in our
homes, wear them around our neck, keep them in our pocket on the end
of the rosary, and spend time in prayer before them. The Cross is now
an exalted image by which we turn to God in prayer and surrender. But
that is only the case because it was on a cross that we were saved and
brought to eternal life.

If you step back and consider the amazing truth that one of the worst
instruments of torture and death is now seen as one of the holiest of
images on earth, it should be awe inspiring. Comprehending this fact
should lead us to the realization that God can do anything and
everything. God can use the worst and transform it into the best. He can
use death to bring forth life.

Though our celebration today, the “Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross,” s first and foremost a feast by which we give glory to the
Father for what He did in the Person of His divine Son, it is also a feast
by which we must humbly understand that God can “exalt” every cross
we endure in life and bring forth much grace through them.

What is your heaviest cross? What is the source of your greatest
suffering? Most likely, as you call this to mind, it is painful to you.
Most often, our crosses and sufferings are things we seek to rid
ourselves of. We easily point to crosses in life and blame them for a
lack of happiness. We can easily think that if only this or that were to
change or be removed, then our life would be better. So what is that
cross in your life?

The truth is that whatever your heaviest cross is, there is extraordinary
potential for that cross to become an actual source of grace in your life
and in the world. But this is only possible if you embrace that cross in
faith and hope so that our Lord can unite it to His and so that your
crosses can also share in the exaltation of Christ’s Cross. Though this is
a profoundly deep mystery of faith, it is also a profoundly deep truth of
our faith.

Reflect, today, upon your own crosses. As you do, try not to see them
as a burden. Instead, realize the potential within those crosses.
Prayerfully look at your crosses as invitations to share in Christ’s Cross.
Say “Yes” to your crosses. Choose them freely. Unite them to Christ’s
Cross. As you do, have hope that God’s glory will come forth in your
life and in the world through your free embrace of them. Know that
these “burdens” will be transformed and become a source of exaltation
in your life by the transforming power of God.
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